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SDG ‘Pillars’ 
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• One global development framework with: 

 

17 goals 

169 targets 

232 indicators 

(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/) 



Planning & Environmental Policy,  

University College Dublin 

The SDG Data Problem 

• As of May 2018, there are 93 Tier I indicators (40%), 72 

Tier II indicators (31%) and 62 Tier III indicators (27%) 

 

• There are 5 indicators that have multiple tiers (2%) 
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HLPF and VNRs 

• 111 countries have thus far 

produced VNRs (of 193 UN 

nations) 

 

• Progress is very slow and there are 

serious issues with data for 

meaningful assessment 

 

• Ireland’s data heavily reliant on 

Eurostat indicators 

 

• Very significant gaps 
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Eurostat and Environmental Indicators 

Goal  UN Indicators 
(amount)  

Eurostat 
indicators 
(amount)  

13 8 6 

14 10 5 

15 14 6 

Total: 32 17 
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• UN SDSN has a global dashboard of progress updated 

annually 

 

• Ireland placed at number 18 of 156 nations with an overall 

score of 77.9 

 

• Ireland’s performance on the environmental pillar, in 

particular, is considered poor 

SDG Index and Dashboard 

 



Planning & Environmental Policy,  

University College Dublin 

Progress versus OECD nations 

Source: Sachs et al. (2018) 



Planning & Environmental Policy,  

University College Dublin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Data and the development of an environmental SDG index 

 

 MSPs – how best to adapt institutions for the delivery of the 

SDGs 

Project Objectives 



Planning & Environmental Policy,  

University College Dublin 

• UN Statistical Division (2015) note that environmental 

indicators must successfully capture the following criteria: 

 

– Impacts of economic activity on the environment (e.g. resource 

consumption, pollution emissions, waste management); 

 

– Effects of resource productivity on the economy (e.g. economic 

efficiency); 

 

– Impacts of environmental degradation on economic productivity (e.g. 

reduction in absorptive capacity, loss of forest cover); 

 

– Effects of environmental improvement on society (e.g. congestion 

costs, improvements in well-being, societal costs) 

 

Environmental Indicators? 
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• Informed by the United Nations Environment Programme 

 

• The environment provides basic inputs to the economy - water, building 

materials, energy and fuels, textiles, productive soils, navigation routes for 

our trade, and offers livelihoods in forestry, fisheries, and agriculture 

 

• The environment also provides services that makes the planet habitable - 

regulation of climate, hydrological systems, natural disaster barrier 

– Supporting services arise from the continuous cycling of energy and materials 

necessary to support all living things 

– Cultural services provide well-being to humans - scenic views, wildlife, etc. 

 

• Taken together, they are part of the vast collection of natural resources 

and vital ecosystem services that are indirectly related to the environment 

Indirect Indicators? 
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• 88 Indicators – 83 of which are unique 

 

• 38% of all indicators are environmental-related 

 

• Geohive currently has data for 12 of our 83 environmental indicators 

 

• CSO currently working on gathering additional data 

 

• Our tier one data file has 34 indicators 

 

 

Environmental Indicators 
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Data Availability Characteristics 
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Data Sources and Assessment 
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MSPs and SDG Governance 
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Thank You! 
 

Project Website: www.environmentalsdgs.ie  

http://www.environmentalsdgs.ie/

