
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On 14
th

 September 2012 Professor Rob Kitchen 

received the Cantemir Prize from Prince Radu 

of Romania on behalf of the Berendel 

Foundation for his book titled The Map Reader. 
 



 
 

 
Ireland’s First Geography Awareness Week 

 

The Geographical Society of Ireland (GSI), in conjunction with the Association 

of Geography Teachers in Ireland (AGTI), organised Ireland’s first Geography 

Awareness Week, which took place from the 11
th
-17

th
 November 2012. The 

week was dedicated to celebrating the discipline of geography in Ireland and in 

addition to raising awareness among the general public, one of the key aims was 

to raise awareness among students and parents about the importance of 

geography and its practical applications. During the week a number of events 

took place in universities and post-primary schools across the country.  
 

Across the third level institutes, NUI Maynooth, UCD, St Patrick’s Drumcondra 

and NUI Galway invited post-primary geography students and teachers from 

local schools into their Departments and Schools. These students and teachers 

were provided with the opportunity to tour the laboratory and lecture facilities 

and hear from post graduate students and staff about what it is like to study and 

research in geography at third level. A series of public lectures was held 

throughout the country during the week – Mary Immaculate College in 

Limerick hosted a lecture on Mapping the City, UCD held public lectures on 

Geographical Information Systems, while NUI Galway hosted a one-day 

seminar on Planning and Sustainability. ‘Managing the Impacts of Climate 

Change’ provided the focus of the public lecture held in NUI Maynooth during 

the week and the AGTI hosted their Gwenda Hurst Lecture in TCD to coincide 

with GAW. In addition, throughout the week, a number of geography table 

quizzes and photo competitions took place. All of these events received a 

positive response and were well attended and supported. To coincide with the 

GAW 2012 the GSI commissioned a cartoon titled ‘What is Geography?’ (full 

colour version of this poster is available for free download from the 

Geographical Society of Ireland website: www.geographicalsocietyireland.ie) 
 

Ireland’s first GAW appears to have been well received by those who 

participated. In addition, GAW received a number of citations in the local and 

national media as well as on online forums. Over the coming years the GSI and 

the AGTI hope to build on this first Geography Awareness Week  and establish 

it as a regular fixture in the calendar. Many thanks to all who got involved! 
 

Frances Fahy, 

Department of Geography, NUI Galway. 
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45th Conference of Irish Geographers, 16-18 May 2013 

 

The School of Geography and Archaeology at NUI Galway, in 

association with the Geographical Society of Ireland, are proud 

to host the 45th Conference of Irish Geographers, May 16-

18, 2013.  

 

The conference theme is 'Transformative Geographies: 

Critical Reflections on Environment, Sustainability and 

Governmentality'.  

 

 

Keynote speakers  
 

We are delighted to welcome two of the world's most prolific geographers to 

this year's CIG:  
 

Prof. David Harvey, Distinguished Professor of Anthropology and Geography, 

Graduate Center, City University of New York  
 

Prof. Douglas Sherman, Professor and Chair of the Geography Department, 

University of Alabama 

 

Abstracts  
 

If you would like to propose a paper (in English or Irish), please submit your 

title and an abstract of 250 words accompanied by a short biographical sketch as 

a PDF document. In addition to the presentation of papers we invite 

contributions to alternative forms of debate and discussion: e.g. proposals for 

themed sessions, poster sessions etc. Abstracts are invited from the policy and 

practice community, as well as the academic community.  

 

Deadline for submission of abstracts: 14th March 2013.  

 

Key Dates and Deadlines: 

  

14 March 2013 
 
Deadline for submission of individual abstracts  

1st April 2013 
 
Early registration closes 

Mid-April 2013 
 
Conference organisers publish the final conference programme  

16-18 May2013 
 
Conference of Irish Geographers held in NUI Galway 
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Neil Smith Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that the geographical community in Ireland marks the 

passing of Prof Neil Smith who died on the 29
th

 of September 2012.   

 

Prof Smith was born in Leith, in Scotland in 1954. As one of the world’s most 

renowned critical geographers, Neil held academic posts in Scotland and in the 

US, most recently as Distinguished Professor of Geography at the Graduate 

Center, City University of New York. Neil was highly regarded for his 

inspirational and ground breaking work on a number of critical geographical 

issues including gentrification, the production of space, nature, globalisation, 

neoliberalism and uneven development. 
 

Geographers everywhere will no doubt have encountered Neil’s writing 

throughout their own research  - particularly his highly cited seminal article 

‘Toward a Theory of Gentrification: A Back to the City Movement by Capital, 

not People’ (1979)  as well as his highly regarded books including Uneven 

Development, The New Urban Frontier, and The Endgame of Globalization.  
 

For the past three years, Neil served as external examiner for the MA in 

Environment, Society and Development at NUI Galway. During the summers of 

2010 and 2011, he presented illuminating keynote lectures in Galway expanding 

on his insistence on asking critical questions of the production of nature and 

space alongside questions of social justice and the politics of the broader 



 
 

academy. Colleagues at NUI Galway, as well as those who knew him in the 

wider geographical community in Ireland, will remember Neil as a passionate 

and committed critical human geographer as well as a warm, humorous and 

luminous man. Neil would want us all to carry on the good fight, and in this 

way we would honour a wonderful colleague and human being. 
 

Colleagues at City University New York have set up a memorial register on 

their Center for Place Culture and Politics community pages for anyone who 

would like to leave a personal message in Neil’s honour: 

 

http://pcp.gc.cuny.edu/2012/09/neil-r-smith-1954-2012 
 

Colleagues in NUI Galway and NUI Maynooth have posted memorials in 

honour of Neil. 
 

See: http://www.nuigalway.ie/geography/news.html  and: 

http://nuimgeography.wordpress.com/ 

 

Frances Fahy, 

Department of Geography, NUI Galway. 
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GAW in Limerick- ‘Mapping the City: What the 2011 Census Says about 

Limerick’ by Prof. Des McCafferty 

 

Ireland’s first Geography Awareness Week (GAW) was celebrated in Limerick 

with an open lecture by Prof. Des McCafferty, Head of the Department of 

Geography, Mary Immaculate College. The lecture titled ‘Mapping the City: 

What the 2011 Census Says about Limerick’, attracted a considerable audience, 

despite the cold and dark November evening. Between 70 and 80 people 

attended the public lecture and strong representation from the Health Services 

Executive and community groups was notable. However, what was most 

pleasing about the event was not the numbers present, but the clear level of 

engagement by the audience with the information presented. The lecture was 

followed by an extensive question and answer session in which many issues 

were explored. 
 

For many members of the audience it was their first exposure to the more 

discrete mapping possible with Census data via the new ‘Small Areas’. It was 

therefore possible to explore the mosaic of the city and environs in much greater 

detail than was the case via the more traditional Small Area Population 

Statistics (SAPS) which divide Limerick City into just 37/38 Wards (Limerick 

North Rural ED was added to the city in 2008). Under the new ‘Small Areas’ 

http://pcp.gc.cuny.edu/2012/09/neil-r-smith-1954-2012
http://www.nuigalway.ie/geography/news.html
http://nuimgeography.wordpress.com/


 
 

dataset information relating to Limerick City and environs is spread across 382 

separate ‘Small Areas’. 
 

Des has an established record of mapping Census results for the city and works 

closely with the local authorities in this work. As such he has the gravitas to 

move discussion beyond the ‘usual suspects’ to explore a range of issues that he 

has observed in the 2011 Census. Therefore rather than simply mapping car 

ownership, Des opted to explore the pitiful take-up in Limerick of public 

transport as a means of travelling to work compared to the national average. 

Another striking finding highlighted was the proportion of empty residences in 

Georgian Limerick, near the city centre. A range of other variables were 

mapped including ethnicity/ culture, the new health question (see below), and 

language. 
 

Geography Awareness Week was also picked up locally by the media in 

Limerick. Limerick Live 95fm featured a geography quiz on Monday 11
th
 

November, while the Limerick Post (17
th

 November, 2012: 32) and the 

Limerick Leader (17
th
 November, City edition) both noted GAW/ Des 

McCafferty’s lecture. 

 
Frank Houghton,  

PRO-GSI 
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Departmental News -  NUI Maynooth 

2011-12 rang in the 40th anniversary celebrations for the Department. This was 

marked in some style with a series of events, ranging from Luka Bloom's 

Geographical Imaginations through Regional Studies' meetings to the finale, the 

launch of a two volume set of Anniversary essays. These reflected writing over 

the years by staff members past and present, showing the extraordinary diversity 

of research produced by some extraordinary people. The launch proved to be the 

first event held in the new university library extension, providing a superb space 

for us to welcome friends back to the Department. The two volumes were edited 

by Alistair Fraser, and launched by our President, Prof Philip Nolan, who 

complimented Alistair on his tremendous efforts in assembling and editing the 

work for publication. Prof. Anne Buttimer eloquently paid a warm tribute to the 

growth and current stature of the department. Prof Jim Walsh shared some 

immensely supportive words with us, reflecting on the origins of Geography at 

Maynooth, and noting the international quality and diversity of the essays. 

 

 

The seven Heads of Geography at NUIM 

 



 
 

Most regrettably, retirements have continued at NUIM; February 2012 saw the 

departures of Mary Weld (administrator) and Jim Keenan (cartographer) after 

many years of dedicated work. Mary was in many ways the cornerstone of 

Geography at Maynooth, and she will be greatly missed. We have welcomed 

two new administrators, Neasa Hogan and Rebecca Boyle, who have settled in 

very quickly. We have also welcomed Drs Bettina Stefanini and John Coll to 

the teaching staff. John has recently been awarded an EPA Fellowship, but will 

remain on campus and continue as an integral part of ICARUS.  Finally, Prof. 

Mark Boyle's term as Head of Department came to an end last summer. He has 

worked tirelessly on Geography's behalf, and is currently on a very well-earned 

sabbatical. He has been replaced by me (Jan Rigby),  previously based in the 

National Centre for Geocomputation on the North Campus, and I am immensely 

privileged to have inherited this community of geographers from Mark.  

Despite all the changes, we've continued to deliver our high quality teaching 

programme, and celebrated research success. The long-standing (now in its 16th 

year) MSc in GIS and Remote Sensing came back, now with a September start, 

to align with other postgraduate programmes. I have been interested to hear that 

undergraduate recruitment to Geography is exceptionally high across Ireland, 

underlining its importance to higher education, and signalling that we need to be 

active to prevent its 'downgrading' as a school subject. Some research highlights 

include Conor Murphy's double of both a paper in Nature Climate Change (with 

John Sweeney) and a large grant from Irish Aid, which underpins a new masters 

course to be delivered in three African universities. Rob Kitchin, (the Director 

of the National Institute for Regional Spatial Analysis) heard just before 

Christmas that he had been awarded a highly prestigious ERC grant for 

researching software in cities. NIRSA has seldom been out of the news this year 

resulting from their development of AIRO (www.airo.ie), which is a 

tremendous data resource for Ireland, particularly with the releases from the 

2011 census. The Irish Times has been featuring maps of national issues in its 

weekend supplement for the last two or three months, led by Justin Gleeson, 

who manages the AIRO project. 

Several PhD students have graduated through the year, which is always a 

delight. Ciaran Broderick, Elaine Burroughs, Stephen Flood, Adrienne Hobbs, 

David Meredith , John O'Byrne, Dave Smyth and Zoё O’Reilly have all 

'enjoyed' very successful vivas and are moving through to the next phase of 

their careers. They led our highly successful contribution to the first Geography 



 
 

Awareness week, featuring a day of Geocaching with students from nearby 

schools, and a demonstration of the latest technology, an unmanned airborne 

vehicle ('the octocopter'), part of the mobile mapping research platforms being 

developed by the National Centre for Geocomputation.   We were delighted that 

Prof Don Lyons and Dr Linda Connolly (UCC) travelled North and made a 

major contribution to our seminar programme. We are eagerly awaiting a final 

date for a seminar by Prof John Agnew (UCLA) in 2013, and have worked in 

support of the Royal Academy of Ireland which is hosting a seminar by Prof 

Danny Dorling, on 22
nd

 April 2013.  Danny is the new Halford Mackinder 

Professor at the University of Oxford. 

So as the academic year of 2012/13 is well underway, Geography @NUIM 

continues to flourish. We look forward to meeting up with colleagues in Galway 

at the forthcoming Conference of Irish Geographers. We send our 

congratulations to all those who were involved in the publication of the 'Atlas of 

the Great Irish Famine', and to everyone who is working to keep Geography in 

Ireland so vibrant. Almost the first piece of mail I received as a new HoD was 

Niamh Moore-Cherry's 'Mapping Geography in Ireland', which was a wonderful 

synopsis of both some major achievements, and some challenges ahead.  

Jan Rigby, 

Department of Geography, NUI Maynooth 
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The Vagaries of Anonymous External Peer Review: Multiple Perspectives 

 

Anonymous external peer review of one’s work remains the gold standard of 

quality assessment in both journal and book publishing. However, having one’s 

work subjected to such peer review is often an emotional, challenging and 

decentering experience. Reviews can range from painful and embarrassing (if 

not to say devastating), to brief moments of affirmation which seem to almost 

border on self-actualisation. 

 

The process can be particularly unnerving when wildly differing reviews are 

returned. This can include one reviewer stating simply ‘This paper makes a 

unique contribution to the literature, and as such I recommend publication in 

the journal’, while another reviewer details anything up to four pages of errors, 

deficiencies, and ‘room for improvement’. Discussions of the experience of 

being subject to peer review are rare, often characterised through being guarded, 

raw and rather dismissive. 

 



 
 

Although the issue of one’s work being the subject of such anonymous external 

peer review is rarely discussed, the role of acting as a reviewer is even less 

acknowledged. Requests to act as a reviewer can be both flattering and 

affirming. Such immediate ego-gratifying responses though can soon be 

replaced by concerns about juggling workloads to accommodate the new task, 

as well as developing feelings of ‘impostership’ if the subject matter strays 

beyond one’s core field.  

 

A veil of secrecy is usually drawn across such review activities in order to retain 

confidentiality, anonymity, and professional integrity. Therefore the effort 

expended in this role is rarely acknowledged and seldom seen. Although a small 

number of open-access publishers have started to include detail on the 

reviewers, many other journals include, at best, an annual listing of reviewers 

for the last 12 months.  

 

One particularly notable example of this crucial and yet anonymous 

contribution to the practice of ‘knowledge generation’ can be seen in the work 

of Wil Gesler. Gesler is famous for having introduced the term therapeutic 

landscapes to the lexicon of Geographers. Along with works by Robin Kearns, 

Gesler is also credited with having developed and some would say reformed 

medical/ health geography.  
 

Close examination of reviews of and commentaries on Gesler’s early works in 

the developing field of therapeutic landscapes are very careful in their use of 

language. More recent writers and academics in the field have often lost the 

subtleties previously invoked. In early works Gesler is famous for ‘having 

introduced the term’ therapeutic landscapes. Although now commonly assumed 

to have coined the term, Gesler concedes that it was not in fact his creation. 

Spread across 22 pages at the end of Gesler’s (1991) text The Cultural 

Geography of Health Care are 156 Notes relating to the contents the book’s 12 

chapters, which detail hundreds of references. Tucked away as note 13 to 

Chapter 10 is the sentence ‘The phrase “therapeutic landscapes” was suggested 

by an anonymous reviewer of the manuscript of the present book’. 
 

Thus we know that somewhere an unpaid reviewer, or at best a barely paid 

reviewer (some book publishers offer a modest book token for such services), is 

actually responsible for coining a phrase that captured the essence of a 

movement that profoundly altered the direction of health/ medical geography 

globally. Peer review activities are essential, though largely unseen. They are 

also thankless, though at times, as seen above, profound. 

 

Frank Houghton  

Dept. of Humanities, Limerick Institute of Technology. 
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GSI Undergraduate Dissertations Award 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bibliography of Irish Geography 

A bibliography of books, articles, book chapters and reports published by 

geographers resident in Ireland and works on Irish topics by geographer’s 

resident elsewhere has been prepared at regular intervals by the Royal Irish 

Academy’s Geographical Sciences Committee for over twenty years. 

Below are details of the last five bibliographies along with reports from the RIA 

Geographical Sciences Committee for the International Geographical 

Congresses. 

James E. Killen and William J. Smyth, Bibliography of Irish Geography. Report 

to the 27th International Geographical Congress in Washington D.C., U.S.A., 
August 1992 (Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 1992). 

Physical Geography Human Geography 

Winner Richard Silke 
(NUI Galway) 

 
Supervisor:  
Prof Seamus Grimes 
Title: Transnationalism in a 
Restaurant Kitchen: An 
ethnographic immigrant 
portrait 

Luke Martin 
(TCD) 

 
Supervisor:  
Dr Robin Edwards 

Title: Variability of б 13C 
and C/N in the Malahide 
Estuary and its relationship 
to surface elevation within 
the tidal  
 

Elin Haettner (TCD) 
Jayne Galvin (NUI 
Maynooth) 
David Keating (UCC)  
Rachel Martin (QUB) 
Sinead O Shea (St. 
Patrick’s Drumcondra) 

Shortlisted 

Nominees 

(in alphabetical 

order) 

Victoria Brady (NUI 
Galway) 
Samuel Hayes (UCC) 
Mark Mitchell (NUI 
Maynooth) 



 
 

Anne Buttimer and Denis Pringle, Bibliography of Irish Geography. Report to 

the 28th International Geographical Congress in The Hague, Netherlands, 1996 

(Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 1996). 

Desmond A. Gillmor and Colin Thomas, Geography and Geographers in 
Ireland: A Bibliography 1995-1999 (Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 2000). 

Mary Gilmartin and Sara McDowell (eds.), Bibliography of Irish Geography, 
2000-2007 (Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 2008). 

Gerry Kearns, Bibliography of Irish Geography 2008-2011 (Dublin: Royal Irish 

Academy, 2012) 

The most recent covers the period 2008-2011 and has been prepared by 

Professor Gerry Kearns.  It is available online at:  

http://ria.ie/about/our-work/committees/committees-for-science/geographical-

sciences/bibliographies-of-irish-geography.aspx 

-------oooo000000oooo------- 

Successful Conference of Irish Geographers 2012 

 

The 2012 Conference of Irish Geographers was hosted by the School of 

Geography in Trinity College Dublin. The keynote speakers were Prof Helga 

Leitner and Prof Eric Sheppard. Congratulations to all involved in the 

organisation of the Conference! 

The 2012 Annual General Meting of the Geographical Society of Ireland took 

place on Saturday 26th May 2012 during the Conference. A number of 

committee officers had finished their two-year term and nominations were 

called for relating to the following committee positions; 

 Fieldtrip Secretary: Teresa Broggy co-opted to for another two year term 

 Graduate Liaison Officer: Richard Scriven (UCC) elected 

 Officers Without Portfolio (two positions): Gerald Mills (UCD) elected, 

Nessa Cronin co-opted to serve in position for a further two years. 

The AGM also outlined, and discussed, a range of proposed events for the 

Society in the coming year, including the further development of the 

Geographical Society of Ireland Awards and a proposal for a Geography Week.  

 

-------oooo000000oooo------- 
 

http://ria.ie/about/our-work/committees/committees-for-science/geographical-sciences/bibliographies-of-irish-geography.aspx
http://ria.ie/about/our-work/committees/committees-for-science/geographical-sciences/bibliographies-of-irish-geography.aspx


 
 

 

Geography celebrates 50 years at NUI Galway with Planning and 

Sustainability Symposium 
 

 

The appointment in 1962 of Breandán Mac Aodha as lecturer in geography 

within the Department of Geology marked the introduction of this academic 

discipline to NUI Galway.  It was soon to be established as an independent 

department and following recent restructuring it is now aligned with 

Archaeology to form one of the largest and most vibrant Schools in the College 

of Arts, Social Sciences & Celtic Studies. Over the course of 50 years, 

Geography has built a strong reputation for research and teaching excellence. 

Staffed by a predominantly youthful team that has been recruited from three 

continents, there is a strong commitment to ensuring all students, currently 

numbering over 1400 undergraduates and 40 postgraduates, together with 

several post-doctoral research and teaching fellows, enjoy an engaging and 

dynamic university experience in terms of teaching, research and civic 

engagement.  

 

Various members of staff in Geography have built a strong international 

reputation for excellence in research, with recent successes including EU 

Framework 7, Marie Curie, INTERREG, EPA, PRTLI 4, IRCHSS and 

Hardiman funded research projects. There are research clusters focusing on: 

Environmental Change; Geopolitics and Governmentality; Planning and 

Sustainability; and Rural Studies. To mark the 50
th
 anniversary of the 

Geography in NUI Galway, these clusters will hold events throughout the 

academic year 2012-13 that will celebrate the work and scholarship of its 

students and staff and provide an opportunity for the public to engage with 

some of the key debates and research in the discipline. The first such event is a 

symposium showcasing the work of the Planning and Sustainability Cluster 

took place on Friday the 16
th

 of November 2012. 

 

The Planning and Sustainability Cluster unites research interests that relate to 

the analysis of social and environmental problems arising within the context of 

an increasingly globalised world. Research within this cluster is conducted at a 

host of scales and involves a wide range of actors and social structures with a 

special focus on the transformative power of alternative visions that often 

emerge in the context of resistance movements, urban and regional planning 

practices or in the formation of sustainable policies and lifestyles; and as a 

result, analyses require a diverse range of methodological approaches.  

Thematic and theoretical work within this group remains anchored in a shared 

belief of the need to critically interrogate policies and representations that 

contribute to the persistence of non-sustainable social practices. 



 
 

 

The research day was opened by Professor Micheál Ó Cinnéide, acting Head of 

School of Geography and Archaeology, and leading contributor to this field 

over many years. Dr Frances Fahy, Planning and Sustainability Cluster Leader 

provided an initial overview of the many activities of the research cluster and  

throughout the morning session researchers in the cluster presented summaries 

of their current work which spans topical issues such as planning for sustainable 

food futures, imagining new urban design, marine spatial policy and planning, 

and exploring questions such as what is the potential of the arts and creativity 

sector to sustain rural and Gaeltacht communities? What will household 

washing, eating and energy practices be like in 2050? In the early afternoon new 

researchers and graduate students researching in Geography in NUI Galway 

presented overviews of their cutting edge research exploring planning and 

sustainability topics such as public participation in flood management in 

Ireland, the planning of eco-villages and alternative forms of settlement in the 

Irish context and research exploring the relationships between quality of life, 

standards of living and environmental behavior.  

 

Prionnsias Breachnach (NUI Maynooth) and Edgar Mogenroth (ESRI, via video 

conferencing facilities) led an excellent panel discussion around the potential 

impacts of recent amendments to the local and regional planning regulations in 

Ireland. Dr Simone Abram (Leeds Metropolitan University) concluded the 

research day with her keynote presentation on ‘Culture and Planning’. 

 

To coincide with our 50
th
 celebrations, at least three more large research events 

will be hosted by Geography, NUI Galway in the coming academic year 12/13 

around the themes of the Environmental Change, Rural Studies and Geopolitics 

and Governmentality. In addition, Geography at NUI Galway is delighted to 

host the next Conference of Irish Geographers from the 16
th
-18

th
 of May 2013 

and we look forward to welcoming you all to Galway next year. 

 

Frances Fahy, 

Department of Geography, NUI Galway. 
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The First Meeting of Academic Irish Geographers 
 

(Extract from Irish Geography 1967) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Sweeney, 

Department of Geography, NUI Maynooth. 
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Using YouTube: Little boxes, Gingers & Short People 

 

YouTube offers a fabulous resource for introducing a range of topics. Such clips 

can be useful at the beginning of a lecture, as they can serve to introduce a topic 

while stragglers arrive. YouTube clips can also provide an engaging ‘set’ to 

promote and capture student interest. Using audio and video, we are also 

routinely reminded, can help to accommodate diverse learning styles among 

students. 
 

The only real difficulty with YouTube of course is that there are so many clips 

that it is hard to know where to stop. However, I have detailed just a few 

personal favourites below that may be useful in teaching. 
 

The song ‘Little Boxes’ written by Malvina Reynolds in 1962 is, I believe, an 

excellent tool through which to introduce the topics of socialisation and urban 

(suburban) development. The song is best described as a political satire about 

conformist middle-class attitudes, and the development of suburbia.  There are 

numerous YouTube clips associated with this song. However perhaps the best 

clip for the issue of socialisation may be found at the following address: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SADPuUYF_4I 
 

If you are reading this in hard copy though, it is quicker to simply open 

YouTube and enter a search for ‘Little boxes’  being sure to choose the version 

with the following graphic: 
 

 
 

The same song featuring a different video clip is excellent for introducing the 

topic of urban development and suburbia. A particularly good clip for this topic 

may be found at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUrf_jzn_To&feature=fvst 

 

Alternatively from within YouTube search for ‘Little boxes’ and choose the 

version associated with the following picture:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SADPuUYF_4I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUrf_jzn_To&feature=fvst


 
 

 

 
 

YouTube also offers a number of excellent clips which may be used to 

introduce and discuss concepts of racism, ‘othering’, and identity. Perhaps some 

of the best of these are ironic contributions from Catherine Tate and Randy 

Newman. 

 

Catherine Tate’s ‘Ginger’ sketches offer a unique way of exploring and 

undermining racism and can be found at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUhLIjlTNSk 

 

Alternatively, in YouTube search for ‘Catherine Tate Ginger’ and chose the 

option with the following picture: 

 

 
 

Randy Newman offers a similarly ironic contribution on the topic of ‘Small 

People’ which may be found at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NvgLkuEtkA 

 

It can also be found more simply by searching ‘Randy Newman Short People’ 

in YouTube and picking the following option: 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUhLIjlTNSk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NvgLkuEtkA


 
 

 
 

YouTube offers an avenue for students to demonstrate their creativity. Rather 

than simply observing the work of others, students can also be encouraged to 

create and share their work online. 
 

Frank Houghton  

Dept. of Humanities, Limerick Institute of Technology. 
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Second Year Undergraduate Fieldtrip to Northern Ireland, 2012 

Department of Geography, NUI Galway 

 

The NUI Galway, School of Geography Second Year Fieldtrip took place 

between the 2
nd

 and 6
th

 of April, 2012. The destination was the Causeway Coast 

along County Antrim, Northern Ireland, and was informed by themes of 

Tourism, Sustainable Planning, and Conservation. There was also consideration 

placed on the various applicable points of interest along our route from County 

Galway. These included evidence of glacial deposits along the main Galway to 

Sligo route, as well as some of the more negative legacies of the Celtic Tiger, 

such as unoccupied collections of holiday homes adjacent to the short Leitrim 

coastline. Stop-offs at Bundoran and Derry City were informed by working 

examples of the tourism area life cycle and integrated planning initiatives to 

encompass the past with the present. 

 

The 26 strong cohort of students were kept busy whilst engaging with myriad 

illustrations of both human and physical aspects of geography. Activity rich 

days were rewarded with intense discussion with renowned academics from our 

own University, namely Dr. Mary Cawley, Dr. Frances Fahy, Dr. Aaron Potito, 

and Dr. Stephen Galvin. There was also local insight provided by Dr. Wes 

Forsythe and Dr. Colin Breen, respected academics from the School of 

Environmental Sciences, University of Ulster, Coleraine. In addition, the group 

had the honour of attending the Inaugural Professorial Lecture by Professor of 



 
 

Catchment Science, Phil Jordon, at the University of Ulster campus in 

Coleraine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points of interest included resort based tourist areas such as Bundoran, 

Portstewart, and Portrush. A very memorable boat trip to Rathlin Island was 

rewarded with expert onsite guidance of the area by Dr. Wes Forsythe. 

Aaron Potito, Wes Forsythe and Frances Fahy. 

Students listening to Dr. Colin Breen, Dunluce Castle. 



 
 

Furthermore the group saw firsthand, the enormous effort made by the RSPB in 

relation to the bird colonies that inhabit the island on an annual basis. With a 

foreboding coastline of chalk cliffs, this populated island also displays evidence 

of the impacts of the last Ice Age, including examples of isostatic depression 

and rebound, which are clear illustrations of glacial activity.  
 

Informative trips to Portballintrae, Dunluce Castle, and the Giant’s Causeway 

were complimented with discussions with local groups such as the 

Portballintrae Residents Association, about the development challenges facing 

their local areas.  In addition, academic accounts were provided on the 

challenging issues surrounding access to, and conservation of ancient sites of 

interest, namely Dunluce Castle, by Dr. Colin Breen of University of Ulster, 

Coleraine. We arrived in the midst of the construction of the new visitor centre 

at the UNESCO designated site of the Giant’s Causeway; however we were still 

able to appreciate, in wonder and awe, this dynamic coastal marvel.  
 

 
 
 

It was appropriate on our journey back to Galway that we visited the Marble 

Arch Caves Global Geopark, the only one in the world to cross over into two 

states. The important glacial heritage of this site is an exemplar of the rich 

historical and archaeological characteristics that the island of Ireland possesses. 

If this fieldtrip has highlighted anything it has at the very least, exposed Ireland 

as a rich source of geographical interest and suggests that exploration of our 

local destinations can always bring abundant rewards. 
 

TJ Hughes and Christina Connolly Johnston,  

2
nd

 Year Undergraduate Geography, NUI Galway. 
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Group at the Giant’s Causeway. 



 
 

GIS, GPS, Geocaching, Engagement & First Year Geography 

 

When I first heard the term Geocaching for some reason I (mistakenly) assumed 

it simply referred to online storage of geo-referenced data. Given how wrong 

this assumption was it is perhaps no accident that my first purchase in this field 

(in December 2010) was aptly termed ‘The Complete Idiot's Guide to 

Geocaching’ (Peters, 2009).  

 

Wikipedia has a neat definition of Geocaching stating that it is ‘an outdoor 

recreational activity in which the participants use a Global Positioning System 

(GPS) receiver or mobile device… to hide and seek containers, called 

"geocaches" or "caches", anywhere in the world. A typical cache is a small 

waterproof container containing a logbook where the geocacher enters the date 

they found it and signs it with their established code name….After nearly 13 

years of activity there are over 1.9 million active geocaches published on 

various websites. There are over 5 million geocachers worldwide.’ 
 

Although it is easy to dismiss Geocaching (Tupperware and old ammunition 

boxes do seem to feature heavily in most descriptions), it is clear that for many 

adherents it is a fun activity reminiscent of some form of cross between Indiana 

Jones and Tomb Raider. A brief look at Amazon.co.uk reveals hundreds of 

books on the topic which would appear to demonstrate its growing popularity. It 

has certainly spawned a unique and developing lexicon (e.g. P&G [Park & 

Grab], POR [Pile Of Rocks], DNF [Did Not Find], FIGS [Found In Good 

Shape]}, as well as having featured as part of the ‘plot’ (a term very loosely 

applied in this context) for a number of trashy horror movies (including Are You 

Scared 2 and G.P.S.). 
 

It is clear that active involvement in activities like Geocaching is clearly in 

accord with adult learning theories which stress the importance of affect and 

engagement in promoting understanding. Geocaching therefore would seem to 

offer an excellent means of introducing first year Geography students to GPS 

and GIS. This form of active learning also involves differing approaches to 

learning that may suit students with more spatial and experiential learning 

styles.  
 

More importantly group geocaching tasks could provide excellent ice-breaker 

activities for first year students that would promote team building, identity and 

cohesion among new Geography students. Transition to college is a stressful 

and uncertain time for many new students and there is an increasing focus 

within Colleges on the important issue of student retention. The University of 

Limerick, for example, invests considerably in its ‘First seven weeks’ 

programme (http://www3.ul.ie/ctl/first-7-weeks) which is specifically designed 

to ease transition through this delicate period. 

http://www3.ul.ie/ctl/first-7-weeks


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                

For fun, a mildly competitive element could also be introduced by timing how 

long it takes teams to complete their task. Although this sounds cumbersome, an 

on-line learning platform such as Moodle can automate much of this process. 

For example, imagine either marking or placing 8 signs with one letter on each 

across campus in a broadly linear array spelling out a particular word or phrase 

(for example welcome in Esperanto-  ‘bonvenon’). Moodle can easily be set to 

have certain sections appear at a particular time. So after dividing students into 

teams and giving them a quick run through GPS, students might wait for the 

GPS co-ordinates to ‘appear’ in Moodle. From this point, the race is on (you 

might notice the cache in this case is not a container, which can be moved or 

hidden elsewhere, as some groups can become TOO competitive!). Students 

have to locate the letters and depending on their training and ability either mark 

these on a physical map, or prepare a GIS map of their findings. Either way the 

results can be uploaded to Moodle (after being scanned if necessary), which 

automatically notes the time and date of each submission   
 

Cost should no longer be a barrier to such activities. It should be remembered 

that an increasing number of the mobile phones owned by students (both 

iPhones and Androids) now feature a GPS capability. In addition, more 

traditional handheld GPS units can be bought for less than €100. Given the 

focus on teams in such activities, at a Departmental level, any expenditure on 

GPS devices would appear to be both minimal and a good investment.  
 

Peters, J.W. (2009) The Complete Idiot's Guide to Geocaching. Alpha Books, Indianapolis. 

 

Frank Houghton  

Dept. of Humanities, Limerick Institute of Technology. 
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Irish Historic Towns Atlas 

 

New publications 

 

Irish Historic Towns Atlas, Volume III was published in January 2012 and 

brings together the atlases of Derry~Londonderry by Avril Thomas, Dundalk by 

Harold O’Sullivan, Armagh by Catherine McCullough and W.H. McCormack, 

Tuam by J.A. Claffey and Limerick by Eamon O’Flaherty. Over 8,700 historical 

sites are documented over the five atlases representing all four provinces and 

allowing comparative studies to be carried out. There are over 300 large 

illustrations, photographs and maps along with a detailed topographical 

gazetteer for each town/city.  

 

On the 23 February 2012, Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Jimmy 

Deenihan, launched Irish Historic Towns Atlas, No. 24, Sligo by Fióna 

Gallagher and Marie Louise-Legg in Sligo City Hall. Sligo includes details of 

over 1,400 historic sites depicting the urban development of the strategically 

situated north-western town. The atlas traces growth from an Anglo-Norman 

settlement to the medieval town that developed around Sligo Castle and priory 

through to the twentieth century. Sligo includes twenty-one maps and views of 

the town and thematic maps are included in descriptive essay. Also included is a 

CD-ROM of the publication where the text is word searchable and the maps and 

images are in high resolution allowing for detailed examination. The atlas 

launch was hosted by Sligo City Council and concluded on Friday 24 February 

with a public historic walking tour of the town conducted by Fióna Gallagher.  

 

On 25 May 2012 the next set of three annual seminars commenced with ‘Maps 

& Texts, Using the Irish Historic Towns Atlas: Monastic and Viking Towns’. 

Speakers included Brian Lacey, Brian Hodkinson, Linzi Simpson, Nollaig Ó 

Muraíle, Howard Clarke and Catherine Swift. Papers focused on specific towns 

and cities as well as themes. The plenary speaker was Pat Wallace, former 

director of the National Museum of Ireland. To conclude the IHTA Seminar on 

25 May 2012, Ruairi Quinn, TD, Minister for Education and Skills, launched 

Irish Historic Towns Atlas, Volume III (Derry~Londonderry, Dundalk, 

Armagh, Tuam and Limerick) with Sligo in Academy House. Many atlas 

authors were present marking another important milestone for the IHTA. 

 

Mayor of Ennis, Councillor Peter Considine, launched Irish Historic Towns 

Atlas, no. 25, Ennis by Brian Ó Dálaigh on Friday 24 August 2012 in the Civic 

Room of Ennis Town Council. Brian also delivered a lecture on the atlas as part 

of Heritage Week at the De Valera Library and guided walking tours through 

the lanes and streets of Ennis. 

 



 
 

 

Online 

 

A draft gazetteer of the Cork topographical information has been posted on the 

IHTA website (http://www.ria.ie/research/ihta/online-resources.aspx) as 

research has progressed the atlas during 2012. It joins the Galway draft 

gazetteer and both are downloadable.  
 

As part of the UK City of Culture 2013 the IHTA have been working in 

association with Derry City Council and Queen’s University Belfast to produce 

a sample GIS version of the Derry~Londonderry atlas. The “Digital Atlas of 

Derry~Londonderry” will go live and launched in Derry in June 2013. 

 

The IHTA was involved in the development of a new augmented reality smart 

phone application, steered by the University of Limerick, called ‘Ireland Under 

Siege’ (www.irelandundersiege.com). The app uses the Layar platform to allow 

users to experience seventeenth-century Irish sieges in Athlone, Derry-

Londonderry, Drogheda, Limerick, Galway and Sligo. The app and website was 

launched by Jan O’Sullivan, TD, Minister of State, Department of Environment, 

Community and Local Government with special responsibility for Housing and 

Planning, in the Hunt Museum on 30 April 2012.  

 

Forthcoming Seminar 2013 

 

The second in the current series, ‘Maps and texts: using the Irish Historic 

Towns Atlas – Anglo-Norman, Gaelic and plantation towns’ will take place in 

Academy House on Friday 24 May 2013. It is also an opportunity to meet those 

directly involved with the project as well as those interested urban historical 

geography. There is no fee for this seminar, but to reserve a place please email 

ihtaseminar@ria.ie with the word ‘seminar’ in the subject line or by telephone 

01-6762570 ext. 207.  

 

Forthcoming Publication 

 

Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 26, Dublin, part III, 1756 to 1847 by Rob 

Goodbody will be published towards the end of 2013.  

 

          Jennifer Moore 

Royal Irish Academy. 
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Conference Report: Radstats 2012- Mis-measurement of Health & Wealth  

  

The Radical Statistics Group (RadStats) Annual Conference took place in the 

impressive premises of the British Library in London on the 24th & 25th 

February, 2012. The title of this year’s conference was the ‘Mis-measurement of 

Health & Wealth’. In particular the conference covered three themes: 

  

 Measuring health – history and methods  

 Deception in medical research – scientific and regulatory failure  

 Deception in financial statistics – how this contributes to financial 

mayhem  

  

The conference was both lively and engaging, while the evidence presented was 

stark, moving and ultimately extremely disconcerting. Radstats has a tradition 

of exploring the political implications of statistics, as well as engaging with 

their actual and potential misuse. Not surprisingly, given the left-wing 

orientation of this group, the conference was extremely challenging of many of 

the dominant discourses and practices prevalent in both the health and banking 

sectors. Similarly, as one would expect given the philosophy behind this group, 

the conference was welcoming, inclusive and very economical to attend. 

 

The first half of the day explored many issues related to health including the 

nefarious practices of international drug companies, particularly in relation to 

the manipulation of data from drug trials and the ghost writing of academic 

articles by pharmaceutical companies. Perhaps one of the most interesting 

issues raised was that of the blatant activities of the Australian branch of well-

known and generally well respected publisher Elsevier. Elsevier have 

acknowledged that they produced a number of so-called ‘journals’ that were 

actually custom picked amalgamations of research and advertisements funded 

by the pharmaceutical company Merck. These ‘journals’ only included reprints 

and summaries from other Elsevier articles which contained positive results or 

references to Merck products. The full list of the nine pseudo-journals are: 

 

 The Australasian Journal of Bone and Joint Medicine  

 The Australasian Journal of Neurology 

 The Australasian Journal of Hospital Medicine  

 The Australasian Journal of General Practice 

 The Australasian Journal of Cardiology 

 The Australasian Journal of Cardiovascular Medicine 

 The Australasian Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 

 The Australasian Journal of Clinical Practice 

 The Australasian Journal of Musculoskeletal Medicine 



 
 

 

The second half of the day focused on the global financial crisis and system and 

produced equally damning evidence of corruption, manipulation and 

malpractice. Given the quality of the conference it was a pity therefore that 

attendance from Ireland was limited to just three people. More bizarrely the 

‘Irish delegation’ consisted of two people native to England and one from 

Australia!  

  

Frank Houghton  

Dept. of Humanities, Limerick Institute of Technology. 
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A Spatial Analysis of the Effects of Rural Restructuring on Migration 

Patterns in the Republic of Ireland 1990 – 2011: Fieldtrip Report  

 

The 2006 Census has highlighted a change in the spatial distribution of migrants 

within rural Ireland. Since the 1960s, there has been a tendency for migrants 

from the UK and Germany to settle along the Western seaboard, with these 

migrants moving to remote and scenic areas in search of the rural idyll and the 

pursuit of a lifestyle associated with small scale farming, artisan production and 

anti-materialism. In recent years, rural Ireland has witnessed a dramatic 

transformation in its population structure, due to the inflow of a large number of 

East European economic migrants. However, their spatial distribution is uneven 

across the country. This research project identified two varying case study 

locations in respect to the spatial distribution of immigrants and gauged the 

extent to which these migrants have influenced the socio-economic restructuring 

of rural areas.  

 

According to the 2006 Census, Co. Monaghan’s population consisted of 

approximately 3% Lithuanian and 1.1% Latvian migrants. Monaghan is a 

primarily rural county and it has the highest concentration of Lithuanian 

nationals in the country. Therefore, Co. Monaghan was a prime location for 

analysing and documenting the socio-economic impacts associated with rural 

immigration. The second case study location (the control) was Co. Limerick 

(excluding city environs) as this county has experienced very little inward 

migration. The fieldwork was conducted between January – November 2011. 

The following paragraphs outline the various methodological tools employed 

throughout the fieldwork.  

 

In order to determine the extent to which migrants had stimulated the socio-

economic restructuring of rural areas and to quantify the employment 



 
 

generation contribution and potential of immigrants, two questionnaires (one of 

households and the other of businesses) were undertaken in the two case study 

locations. In total, 500 household questionnaires were distributed as part of the 

study, with 250 to be completed in each case study area. Households were 

randomly selected in EDs with the highest concentrations of immigrants. In 

order for the questionnaires to be completed by migrants from Eastern Europe, 

they were translated into a number of languages, including Polish, Lithuanian 

and Russian. The household questionnaire sought to establish a demographic 

profile of the household; to compare and contrast migrants’ and host 

community’s personal experiences of the local rural economy; to elicit the 

degree of interaction migrants have with the local economy and community; 

and to construct a migration history of the household.   

 

The business questionnaire was delivered to 200 enterprises, 100 in each case 

study location. Businesses were systematically selected from the telephone 

listings. Respondents were asked to outline their reliance on migrant labour and 

to identify the proportion of migrants to non-migrants within the workforce in 

each business. In respect to retail outlets, business owners had to calculate the 

number of weekly customers who are migrants; to list the special products / 

services provided to migrant customers and to determine the spending power of 

migrants.  

 

In order to investigate the socio-economic impacts of migration on rural area 

robustly, it was essential to complement the questionnaire surveys with semi-

structured interviews with key informants from a wide range of organisations. 

These include: local authorities; town councils; community groups; LEADER 

groups; local development agencies; migrant groups; chambers of commerce; 

and state agencies. Approximately 15 semi-structured interviews were 

conducted in each case study area. 

 

Preliminary Findings 

 

The majority of foreign nationals who completed the household questionnaires 

originated from Eastern Europe, particularly Lithuania, Poland and Latvia. 

There was also a sizeable cohort from England, Scotland and Wales. Foreign 

nationals from other countries did not show a preference for settling in rural 

areas. The rationale for the migration movement differed amongst foreign 

nationals.  A significant proportion had no previous connection to their current 

place of residence (Co. Monaghan 21.7%) and Co. Limerick (30%). 

Furthermore, chain migration is also apparent in both case study locations as 

friends and / or relatives were already resident in the locality prior to the 

migration of the respondent. Chain migration was stronger in Co. Monaghan 

(37.3%) than in to Co. Limerick (20%). Migrants move to rural areas in search 



 
 

of the rural idyll and the pursuit of an alternative lifestyle or to seek a 

betterment in their standard of living. The latter, economic migrants, are more 

visible in Co. Monaghan as 41% of foreign national respondents moved to this 

location in search of employment in comparison to 25% of respondents in Co. 

Limerick. Quality of life was equally important amongst respondents in Co. 

Limerick (25%), whilst it was particularly low in Co. Monaghan (8.4%). 

Furthermore, there is a perception amongst Irish nationals, that foreign nationals 

are transitory and have no inclination to settle at any one location. This appears 

to be untrue, as an overwhelming majority of foreign nationals surveyed in 

Counties Monaghan (69.9%) and Limerick (60%) have no inclination to move 

from their current address. Those who wished to move stated family, 

employment and housing as key push factors.   

 

The preliminary findings from this research project challenges another 

commonly perceived perception amongst the indigenous Irish population that 

foreign nationals do not make any significant contribution to the local economy. 

A significant proportion of foreign national respondents in both Counties 

Monaghan and Limerick usually obtain a wide range of household and 

recreational services, where possible, within close proximity of their residence. 

For instance, the vast majority of respondents visit a small shop or pub (Co. 

Monaghan (65.1%) and Co. Limerick (75%)), post office (Co. Monaghan 

(63.9%) and Co. Limerick (72.5%)) and recreational sports pitch / centre (Co. 

Monaghan (48.2%) and Co. Limerick (55%)) within the local area / community. 

However, there is a slight divergence between the counties with respect to the 

location of where migrants access supermarkets. In Co. Monaghan, foreign 

nationals (54.2%) are more likely to go to a supermarket within the local area / 

community, whilst the proportion (32.5%) is lower in Co. Limerick. A number 

of reasons may explain this anomaly. There is at least one ethnic orientated 

supermarket / shop located in each town in Co. Monaghan, with the exception 

of Ballybay. There is a relatively high East European population in Co. 

Monaghan and the customer demand necessitated the opening of these 

establishments. In Co. Limerick, foreign nationals are limited to accessing 

ethnic shops in Limerick City
1
. The only East European shop in existence in Co. 

Limerick is located in Newcastlewest.  

 

 

Shane O'Sullivan, 

Department of Geography, Mary Immaculate College. 
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1
 15% of foreign nationals from Co. Limerick travel to Limerick City in order to access supermarket services.  



 
 

The Open Society & its enemies: silencing the MHC & restricted access at 

the CSO 

 

  

In recent years the Irish government has very effectively silenced many of the 

agencies that once provided an invaluable social commentary on the state of 

contemporary Ireland. Agencies that often vocally promoted the rights and 

needs of marginalised and excluded groups such as The National Council on 

Ageing & Older People (NCAOP), the Combat Poverty Agency (CPA), and the 

National Consultative Committee on Racism & Interculturalism (NCCRI) have 

all been silenced. In the near future we can expect to see the Mental Health 

Commission similarly disappearing into a newly formed Patient Safety 

Authority (Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, 2011; Reilly, 2011). 

This is disturbing, as the MHC has consistently providing an in-depth and 

damningly unyielding voice highlighting shortcomings in mental health 

services. The dominant discourse behind such 'disappearances' is conveniently 

that of fiscal constraint. However, given the minor costs involved, it is clear that 

the purpose of such closures was to purposively silence potential focal points of 

opposition to contemporary government/ business policy. 

  

In a similar move, the ability of independent voices to critically explore the state 

of Ireland has been further reduced recently through the closure of the public 

access libraries previously operated by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). 

Previously open in both Cork and Dublin, these libraries provided invaluable 

public access to a comprehensive range of Government and European Union 

reports. The official stance of the CSO is that in future access will be evaluated 

on a case-by-case basis. However, such approaches are hardly encouraging and 

of course invite the potential for refusal to groups and individuals that provide a 

consistently critical approach to Government policy. 
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Enhancing Academic Capacity to Address Increased Flood Management 

Challenges 

 

 NUI Galway recently hosted a very successful symposium which was 

organised to consolidate academic capacity to meet the growing challenges 

associated with flood management in Ireland. Funded by the Irish Research 

Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences, this international symposium 

enabled the coming together of researchers in this field from Universities in 

England, Scotland and Ireland. The multi-disciplinary event comprised 

expertise from a variety of disciplines such as Geography, Political Science, 

Sociology Civil Engineering and Environmental Engineering. The organisers of 

the event were Ms Alexandra Revez, Dr Marie Mahon and Dr Frances Fahy 

from the School of Geography and Archaeology.  

 

 

 

The symposium aimed to facilitate the introduction and discussion of various 

intellectual perspectives as well as policy and practice expertise. The overall 

event provided a platform for leading experts to present their work and offer 

L-R: Mr. Tom Bolger (Office of Public Works), Prof. Mark Dyer (Trinity College Dublin); 

Dr. Owain Jones (Countryside and Community Research Institute), Dr. Connor Murphy 

(NUI Maynooth), Prof. Alan Werritty (University of Dundee), Ms. Alexandra Revez (NUI 

Galway) and Prof. Linsey McEwen (University of the West of England) 
 



 
 

new insights into this topic; the symposium also encouraged wider debate and 

discussion, such as new methodological strategies, problem solving debates and 

the bridging of cross disciplinary knowledge contributions. The symposium was 

officially opened by Professor Chris Curtin Vice President of Innovation and 

Performance at NUI Galway. At present work is ongoing to produce symposium 

proceedings. For further information on this event, please contact Alexandra 

Revez at a.limarevez1 nuigalway.ie.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances Fahy, 

Department of Geography, NUI Galway. 
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Geographical Society of Ireland Award Winners 

 

 Lifetime Contribution Award: Professor Joseph Haughton (Emeritus 

Professor, TCD) 

 

 Book of the Year 2012: The New Scramble for Africa (Polity Press, 2011) 

by Dr Padraig Carmody (TCD). 

 Best Human Geography Undergraduate Dissertation 2011: Martin, 

David – Disability and the Built Environment (Supervisor: Dr Una 

Crowley, NUI Maynooth) 

 

 Best Physical Geography Undergraduate Dissertation 2011: Morel, 

Veronique – Land Use and Cover Change using Remote Sensing: Iveragh  

(Supervisor: Dr Fiona  Cawkwell, UCC) 

 

 Postgraduate Fieldwork and Travel Awards: Bridin Carroll (NUIG), 

Dubheasa Kelly (NUIG), David Scallan (NUIG), Shane O’Sullivan 

(MIC) 
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Conference Report: the Third Biennial British-Irish Population 

Conference 

 

The Third Biennial British-Irish Population Group Conference was hosted by 

the Queen’s University of Belfast on the 18th and 19th April 2012. The theme 

of this year’s conference was Inter-Generational Patterns and Processes. From 

the outset the conference adopted a relaxed and informal style, more akin to a 

workshop than a standard conference. Thus the two days ran more as an 

engaging conversation between colleagues, than an impersonal conference. The 

intimate nature of the conference was reinforced through both the very 

enjoyable conference dinner and the engaging field trip around Belfast.  

 

The papers presented were undoubtedly of interest, not only to Population 

Geographers, but also to Social Geographers and Health/ Medical Geographers. 

The eclectic and integrative nature of Geography was evident through the 

participation in the conference of Psychologists, Sociologists and Community 

Activists. Particularly strong representation from NUI-Galway was evident in a 

series of excellent papers. However, with the exception of these representatives 



 
 

and two speakers from LIT, the absence of other academics based in the 

Republic of Ireland was notable. This is something of a pity given the success 

of the conference. 

 

Institutional support for the conference was clearly apparent through the 

impressive venue. Thanks must go to the various Schools, Research Centres and 

Institutes which sponsored both lunches and tea/ coffee breaks. Although 

nothing has been formally decided, it has been proposed that the Fourth 

Biennial British-Irish Population Conference take place in Swansea.   

 

Frank Houghton 

 Dept. of Humanities, Limerick Institute of Technology  
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Departmental News 2011/12- St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra 

 

In 2011/12  the department had its highest ever undergraduate numbers so far, 

with a total of 571 students taking geography to degree level in the college. 

Teaching and administrative loads have been correspondingly heavy, but we 

have nevertheless successfully maintained a range of activities both within and 

beyond the college. 

 

Departmental staff have been involved in a range of public speaking 

engagements throughout the year.  Dr Ruth McManus was a panellist at the 

History Ireland Hedge School which took place at the National Library of 

Ireland in October.  Dr Jonathan Cherry gave a talk on ‘Townlands’ to the 

Foxrock Local History Club, while Dr Ruth McManus spoke to the Ballsbridge, 

Donnybrook, Sandymount Historical Society.  As part of the East Wall History 

Week, Ruth gave a public talk entitled ‘A Beacon of Light: Canon Hall and the 

St. Barnabas Public Utility Society’ following which she led a walk to the site 

of the original housing scheme at St. Barnabas Gardens.  November saw the 

publication of the second edition of the Atlas of the Irish Rural Landscape, of 

which Dr Matthew Stout (History, SPD and formerly Geography, TCD) is a co-

editor.  The new edition includes a chapter on Celtic Tiger housing by Dr Ruth 

McManus. The most recent publication in the department is Sarah Murnaghan’s 

paper in the Journal of Paleolimnology, which is now available online: 

Murnaghan, S., Taylor, D., Jennings, E., Dalton, C., Olaya-Bosch, K. and 

O'Dwyer, B. (2012) Middle to late Holocene environmental changes in western 



 
 

Ireland inferred from fluctuations in preservation of biological variables in lake 

sediment. Journal of Paleolimnology DOI 10.1007/s10933-012-9620-7. 

 

The Geography Department has actively engaged the college community in a 

number of initiatives during the academic year 2011/12.  In November, Dr 

Almar Barry interviewed members of the Traveller community in front of an 

audience of 200 students and staff.  The three women shared their perspectives 

and experiences on life in the Traveller community, both historically and in the 

Ireland of the 21st Century. The discussion focused on Traveller culture, 

traditions, life expectancy, health, marriage patterns and access to education.  

Particular attention focused on early school leaving, adult illiteracy and the 

resultant negative impact of both trends on the life chances of members of the 

Traveller community in securing employment. Brigid Nevin noted that it is 

critically important for Primary and Secondary School teachers to have a 

knowledge and an awareness of Traveller culture in their everyday practice as 

professional educators, to ensure that Traveller children complete their 

education and that they have a good experience of our educational system, a 

system in which they are valued and in which their identity as Travellers is both 

recognised and celebrated. While organised as part of a 2nd year Geography 

module, students and staff from across the College participated in the event.  

Almar subsequently received support from the College’s Teaching & Learning 

Committee to expand the workshop programme to the wider college 

community. In highlighting the experiences of Travellers, she is continuing in 

the departmental tradition established by our retired colleague, Pat Kelly, whose 

lectures on the topic were among the most popular and best remembered among 

the student body. In a further outreach initiative, members of the College and 

University community were invited to attend an interview and workshop on 

homophobic bullying in Irish schools, organised by Dr Almar Barry. 

 

This year has seen a highly successful series of guest lectures delivered across 

the second and third year geography programme, many of which were opened to 

the wider college community. Dr Mary Kelly from the National Centre for 

Geocomputation at NUIM spoke to third year geography students about the 

online historic atlases of Irish Population Change 1841-2002 and the Irish 

Famine Data Atlas, as part of Dr Jonathan Cherry’s module in Historical 

Geography. During her lecture to the students and staff, Dr Kelly demonstrated 

the usefulness of these resources for charting population change over the period 

1841 and 2002 and in highlighting local variations in population growth or 

decline during the period of the Great Famine. The production of these 

interactive maps and databases has provided teachers of geography, history and 

local studies and researchers with a unique learning and enquiry-based resource 

that was hitherto difficult to access.  In March, students of the second year 

Geographical Research Methods module co-ordinated by Drs Ruth McManus 



 
 

and Gerry O’Reilly enjoyed a guest talk by architectural historian Dr Ellen 

Rowley on understanding urban fabric and architectural styles.  April saw Dr 

Mary Gilmartin (NUIG) deliver a fascinating talk entitled 'Migration nation: 

mobilities and crisis in Ireland' to Dr Almar Barry’s second year Society, Space 

and Inequality students. Guests at this session included the College Registrar, 

who took copious notes! 

 

Once again, Dr Jonathan Cherry successfully organised the Landscape, Heritage 

and Identity module, which saw all 154 second year students getting the 

opportunity to undertake fieldwork in Belfast, on two successive weekends in 

April. 

 

A series of guest talks took place as part of the third year Contemporary 

Geographical Issues module which is offered to our BA students, giving 

students the opportunity to explore the practical application of geographical 

approaches in a range of settings.  Among the guest speakers, we were delighted 

to welcome Dr Arlene Crampsie, Boston College, who spoke about her work on 

the GAA Oral History Project.  Dr Kathy Reilly of NUIG gave a fascinating 

lecture on her research into ‘Critical Geographies of Education’. Dr Helene 

Miklas, internationally-recognised expert in human rights and holocaust 

education and former vice-rector of the Kirchliche Paedagogische Hochschule 

Wien/Krems (The University of Education in Vienna), visited the department at 

the end of March.  In a fascinating talk on ‘The memorial of Mauthausen: an 

Austrian way of Holocaust education’, Dr Miklas focused on recent research 

undertaken into the experience of students who had visited the former 

concentration camp. Approximately 200,000 visitors, of whom 90,000 are 

students, visit the former Nazi slave labour site each year. Most young students 

visit with little or no preparation, or subsequent debriefing, and are often 

traumatised as a result. The talk analysed a photographic project undertaken by 

graphic design students at the site and considered the questions raised, 

particularly concerning possible future approaches to Holocaust education. The 

students, who have previously taken Geography modules in humanitarian action 

and landscape, heritage and identity, drew comparisons with Irish approaches to 

sites of memory and human rights issues. Their responses to the lecture were 

wholeheartedly positive, describing it as ‘stimulating’, ‘enlightening’, thought-

provoking’, ‘fascinating’ and ‘compelling’. The wider College and University 

community was represented in the audience for the lecture, which was followed 

by a lively question and answer session. 

 

The Department continued to be actively engaged in international developments 

at a number of levels.  Dr Gerry O’Reilly, in his capacity as Vice-President of 

EUROGEO, the European Association of Geographers, attended the Conference 

of International Non-Governmental Organisations (INGOs) of the Council of 



 
 

Europe meeting in Strasbourg in January 2012 (www.coe.int). Since 1987 

EUROGEO has enjoyed membership and participatory status in the Council of 

Europe, and is the only organisation representing Geography at this forum.  Dr 

O’Reilly also formed part of an Irish delegation of 30 people invited by the 

HEA to Leuven and Brussels, 11-13 of April 2012. Work took place in the 

 

 

context of the 25th Anniversary of the European Erasmus Programme with 

seminars, presentations and visits to the European Parliament being facilitated 

by the HEA and Ireland’s MEP Sean Kelly. Several sessions were held at the 

Leuven Institute for Ireland in Europe (www.leuveninstitute.eu) which provided 

an ideal location for the delegates. 

 

The popular International field trip module offered to Erasmus students by the 

Geography Department ran twice in this academic year.  In the first semester, 

fifteen Erasmus students, accompanied by Drs Susan Hegarty and Jonathan 

Cherry, undertook a fieldtrip to county Meath visiting the symbolic landscape of 

the Hill of Tara, the monastic town of Kells and the ancient monuments at 

Sliabh na Calligh.  Dr Matthew Stout of the History Department, SPD, also 

accompanied the trip and organised a visit to the largest souterrain in Ireland at 

Loughcrew, an unforgettable experience for all concerned as access involved 

crawling on hands and knees with lighted candles.  Two fieldtrips were 

organised by the department as part of the second semester presentation of the 

module.  On Saturday 11th February, twenty-three students, accompanied by Dr 

Gerry O’Reilly, undertook a fieldtrip to the Boyne Valley.  On 13th March, the 

students undertook their second fieldtrip, an urban-based walking tour of 

Dublin’s monumental landscape, led by Dr Ruth McManus, which concluded  

Dr.Mary Kelly with members of the department 



 
 

 

 

with a visit to the Georgian House Museum. The ‘Images of Irish Landscapes 

and Heritage’ (second semester) module has been the focus of an on-going 

series of research papers by Drs O’Reilly and McManus and discussions are 

underway to further develop the module with international partners. 

 

Drs Kim Trouwborst and Marieke Kleinhuis, Geography Department, 

Hogeschool van Arnhem en Nijmegen (HAN) in the Netherlands were hosted 

by Drs Ruth McManus and Gerry O’Reilly on 6-7 April 2012. The purpose of 

the visit was to explore possibilities for collaboration between the two 

departments in areas including fieldwork, a joint course, and staff and student 

mobility. In the following days Erasmus staff and student mobility contracts 

were signed. It is hoped that the first inter-university international field 

programme will be offered to third year students from September 2012. 

 

Dr Susan Hegarty was successful in being awarded the highly competitive 

College Fellowship for the 2011-2012 academic session and has been on her 

period of research leave since January.  In her absence, some of her teaching 

load has been shared by our teaching fellow, Sarah Murnaghan, and Adrienne 

Hobbs from NUIM.   

 

The department hosted  the EUROGEO conference (www.eurogeography.eu), 

from 1-3 June.  A busy and exciting programme was implemented, with 75 

papers from colleagues from other Irish departments as well as our international 

counterparts. 

International students at souterrain 



 
 

 

The new four-year BEd, which sees a significant reduction in the input from the 

humanities disciplines, has received accreditation and commenced in September 

2012.  Those BEd students who chose to take geography as part of their first 

year options will now only have one lecture hour per week over the academic 

year, which will be taught separately from the BA programme.  The long-term 

implications for the department of the changes are, as yet, unclear. 

 

Ruth McManus 

St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra. 
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Departmental News - University College Dublin, 2011/12 

 

2011-12 was a challenging year, but an exciting one, for Geography at 

University College Dublin. In September, both Dr Joe Brady and Prof Alun 

Jones were seconded to leadership roles within the University. Joe moved to a 

full-time position as Dean of Arts, a role that he has held concurrently with 

teaching commitments for the last few years. Alun has moved half-time to a 

post as Vice-Principal for Research and Innovation within the College of 

Human Sciences. We wish them both well! As in many other places, the 

character of the subject area changed significantly following the retirement of 

one of our most senior members of staff in November 2011, Dr Arnold Horner. 

In many senses, the retirement of Arnold marked the end of an era within 

Geography at UCD and the extraordinary enthusiasm, with which he taught, 

researched and engaged generally with colleagues and students, is missed. This 

loss has been compounded by the retirement of Stephen Hannon – cartographer 

– and the departure of Stephanie Halpin on a leave of absence to North 

America. However we were lucky in that a number of new colleagues joined us 

in a variety of capacities and we welcome them to our School. Dr Harut 

Shahumyan was recently appointed as Senior Technical Officer, Dr Delphine 

Ancien has been working in a teaching and research capacity with us since 

September 2011, Dr Arlene Crampsie and Mr Will Megarry very successfully 

taught on our third year BA programme and we are currently in the process of 

recruiting a new lecturer in Human Geography. In May we welcomed four new 

interns on the Job Bridge scheme to work on the ITRAX core scanner and in the 

Map Library. 

 



 
 

In 2011/12, our student numbers remained high with an average first year intake 

of c. 400 students, approximately 300 students at second year and about 280 

students in their final year. This is a measure of the vibrancy and attractiveness 

of Geography as an academic subject but proves challenging against the 

backdrop of diminishing staff numbers.  Our graduate student numbers remain 

high and 2011/12 marked the beginning of two new programmes, the MA 

Urban Studies and MA Geopolitics and the Global Economy, which offer a 

more specialised focus to complement our MA Geography. This year we 

welcomed students from Ireland, the US, China and elsewhere on these 

programmes. We have a number of new research (MLitt, MSc. And PhD) 

students working on a variety of topics and a number of successful graduate 

completions. 

 

Staff has been very active on the research front. Papers have been published in a 

wide variety of national and international journals including: Third World 

Quarterly, Critical Asian Studies, ACME, Irish Geography, Antipode, 

Alteridades (Mexican journal of urban anthropology), Environment and 

Planning D: Society and Space; Geopolitics, Journal of Common Market 

Studies, Political Geography, Higher Education. Book projects continue to be 

of major importance to staff within the discipline and Mapping Sligo in the 

Early 19
th

 Century with an atlas of William Larkin’s map of County Sligo, 1819 

by Dr Arnold Horner was launched in November 2011; Beyond Territory – 

Dynamic Geographies of Knowledge Creation, Diffusion, and Innovation by 

Dieter Kogler and his collaborators Harald Bathelt and Maryann P. Feldman 

was published by Routledge in 2011; and Cruel Harvest: US Intervention in the 

Afghan Drug Trade by Dr Julien Mercille is forthcoming this autumn. 

 

In a difficult economic climate, the staff has been successful in attracting 

research income. Dr Niamh Moore was awarded ESPON-ERDF funding for a 

transnational project, with 6 other European partners, on ‘Territorial Indicators 

of the EU2020 Strategy’, the outcome of which will be a new Atlas 

demonstrating the current territorial state and progress towards meeting  the 

conditions necessary to overcome the current economic crisis across the EU 

regions (www.siestaproject.eu). Dr Jonathan Turner received funding (with Prof 

Michael Bruen, Dr. John O'Sullivan and Dr Mary Kelly-Quinn) for an EPA 

STRIVE project SILTFLUX. This is a 4-year project aimed at developing 

standards for suspended sediments in Irish rivers in relation to reference 

conditions and impacts of land use.  He also successfully received Marie Curie 

funding for a project looking at Itrax Core Scanning applications in fluvial 

environments for flood reconstruction and pollution monitoring. Dr Anna Jones 

will be arriving in early June to begin her 2-year IEF Marie Curie Fellowship on 

this project. Grant applications have also been made to a number of other 

agencies and funds such as the HERA Joint Research Council Cultural 

http://www.siestaproject.eu/


 
 

Encounters programme, the IRCHSS Collaborative Research Projects scheme, 

and the TEMPUS programme. A large number of colleagues have participated 

in conferences, such as the AAG, and delivered guest lectures as far afield as 

North Carolina, Saint Etienne, Mexico City, and Palermo, as well as NUI 

Maynooth and St Patrick’s College Drumcondra. We have also been active 

nationally and internationally as members of associations and committees. This 

year Prof Alun Jones was elected to both the RIA and Academia Europaea, Dr 

Gerald Mills is President of the International Association of Urban Climate 

(IAUC) and Dr Niamh Moore is Chair of the Young Scholars Committee (IGU 

Urban Commission) and Honorary Treasurer of the Geographical Society of 

Ireland. 

 

We have had a very busy year hosting events and visitors. As part of our School 

seminar programme, the following international geographers addressed us 

during this academic year: Prof Ann Varley (UCL), Prof  Jeremy Whitehand 

(Birmingham), Prof David Rigby (UCLA), and Prof Thomas Cooke (University 

of Connecticut. Dr Sara Reisman (Director, NYC Percent for Art Programme) 

launched the MA Urban Studies programme in October 2011. The School 

hosted the GSI Careers and Postgraduate Opportunities event in February 2011 

and this drew students from a number of colleges throughout the country. This 

summer (August 2012) a large international conference on climates in cities 

(ICUC8) is to be held at UCD. Over 400 from Europe, North America and Asia 

will attend and present research at ICUC8 which will have a focus on the impact 

of cities and vice versa. The delegates will consist of geographers, 

meteorologists, climatologists and urban planners & designers. Although few 

from Ireland will present at this event it will be an ideal opportunity to 

showcase work that is currently underway at UCD, NUI Maynooth and Dublin 

Institute of Technology.  

 

In summary, 2011/12 was been a year where activity across a range of fronts 

has been intensified in the face of significant challenges. Our next big goal is to 

survive the assessment season, then enjoy some well-earned rest before the 

cycle begins over again! 

 

Dr Niamh Moore-Cherry 

UCD School of Geography, Planning and Environmental Policy 
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Professor Yi-fu Tuan: Laureate of the Prix 

Vautrin Lud 2012 

 

 

 

Emeritus Professor Yi-fu Tuan has been chosen as 

2012 Laureate of the “Vautrin-Lud” Prize to be 

presented at the International Festival of 

Geography at Saint-Dié-des-Vosges on October 11 

2012.  This prize is regarded as the Nobel Prize for 

geography and has been awarded annually over the 

past 22 years to geographers whose scholarship 

has held international renown. The laureate is 

nominated on the basis of a vote by a five-person jury which selects from a 



 
 

short list of names proposed by 240 well-known geographers from all five 

continents. 

 

Saint-Dié-des-Vosges is the city where the New World was first named 

“America”, reflecting the name of Amerigo Vespucci, on the Waldseemüller 

map entitled Universalis Cosmographia which was published in April 1507. 

Waldseemüller was part of a scholarly group at the Vosgean Gymnasium under 

the stewardship of Vautrin-Lud.  

 

Native of China (1930) Yi-fu Tuan has lived and studied in the Philippines, 

Australia, England and California before his appointment as Professor of 

Geography at University of Indiana (1956). Apart from a two year sojourn at 

University of Toronto (1966-68), his entire professional career has unfolded 

within the United States of America. 

 

Tuan’s research spans a wide spectrum of subjects ranging from physical 

geography to cultural studies, from the hydrological cycle to senses of home 

and self, from desert landscapes to dining-room décor, from cosmopolitan 

visions to the meanings of place and space. Other innovative themes include 

religion, morality and imagination, nature and culture, aesthetics and ethics, 

topophilia, and emotions - of fear, affection, escapism - and the politics and 

poetics of everyday life. Many of his works have been published in translation 

to Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish and 

Swedish. 

 

At University of Wisconsin, Madison, where he spent 15 years, he was deeply 

cherished as teacher and guide. The Wisconsin Students Association elected 

him as “Best Professor” in 1992 and in the same year the University’s Intra-

Fraternity Council and Pan-Hellenic Association issued him a “Certificate of 

Appreciation”.  Professionally, Yi-fu has been active on the Council of the 

Association of American Geographers and served as this association’s delegate 

to the American Council of Learned Societies. He was also Consultant to the 

Fulbright Scholarship Committee, the Wenner-Gren Foundation of 

Anthropology and the Baltic Institute of Ethnic Studies. 

 

Yi-fu has received many awards and honours including a Guggenheim 

Fellowship (1968-69), the AAG Meritorious Contribution to Geography Award 

(1973), The Journal of Geography Award (1985) and the American 

Geographical Society Cullum Geographical Medal (1987). He was awarded the 

Fellowship of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 

(1986), Fellowship of the British Academy (2001) and Fellowship of the 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences (2002). He earned a Doctor of Science 

honoris causa at University of Guelph (2002) and was named the Frank Updike 



 
 

Memorial Scholar by Phi Beta Kappa (2002-2005). He was Laureat d’Honneur 

of the International Geographical Union (2000) and in the same year received 

the Rowan & Littleton Author Laureate Award.  

 

Yi-fu Tuan could be genuinely regarded as a Saint-Exupéry “Little Prince” of 

Geography. His gentle words sought to tame a generation of colleagues who 

had become infatuated with logical positivism and quantitatively-based spatial 

analysis. He beckoned minds and hearts beyond these assertions of 

“objectivity”, revealing the multi-facetted subjectivity in conventional models 

of social science and reminding all of the enduring challenge to critically reflect 

on taken-for-granted ways of thought and life.  

 

Anne Buttimer,  

University College Dublin, President of the Jury 2012. 
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A “Black Report” Moment in Ireland 

 

Deficits in free and open access to relevant, timely, accurate, comprehensive 

and detailed information on health inequalities remain pervasive throughout the 

Irish health care system. Systems, structures and reports that at first appear to 

highlight and detail such issues are found wanting on closer examination. For 

example, a recent examination of mortality differentials in Ireland was 

conducted examining deaths in the year after Census night (23 April) 2006. 

Unusually for Ireland, this included an examination of the impact of class on 

mortality, based on a data-matching exercise linking the Vital Statistics Deaths 

file and the Census of Population (Central Statistics Office, 2010). The results 

are predictably shocking. However, what is equally notable is the publication 

date of this report, which was released on 22 December 2010. It is difficult not 

to view the timing of this release date, just days before Christmas, as clearly 

designed to minimise the impact of the findings of this study. This release date 

is reminiscent of the infamous launch of the Black Report on health inequalities 

in the UK by the newly elected Conservative Government in 1980 (DHSS, 

1980). Although this report re-ignited an active focus on health inequalities 

globally, particularly from a structuralist perspective, its launch was bathed in 

controversy. A mere 260 cheaply produced copies of the Black Report were 

made available for journalists on the eve of the August bank holiday weekend 

(Delamothe, 1989). Such tactics, as displayed in the release of the CSO report 

on mortality differentials in Ireland, are hardly subtle and have been noted 

repeatedly elsewhere (Smith, 1990; Shaw et al.,  2005). They indicate that the 

Irish Government continues to evade its responsibility in acknowledging, 

discussing and combatting health inequalities in Ireland. 
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So long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, adieu Geography 
 

The retirements of the last Geographers in the University of Limerick have left 

the university with no in-house provision of Geography. Although future 

teaching provision in this field may be provided by nearby Mary Immaculate 

College, it still represents a significant event for the discipline. The absence of 

Geography in both of the newest Universities in Ireland (DCU and UL) is 

notable, as is its large-scale absence from the Institutes of Technology (IoTs). 
 

It should be noted however that the end of in-house provision of Geography in 

UL is not the only blow to the discipline nationally. Geography has only a 

tenuous foothold in the IoT sector and remains vulnerable there, if only in terms 

of nomenclature. At present Galway-Mayo IT offer a BA degree programme in 

Outdoor Education & Leisure with Geography. However, in future years, 

although Geography will remain the same element of the course, the term 

Geography is to be removed from the course title. Naming and identification of 

and with the discipline is important (Gibson, 2007; Ward, 2007). These blows, 

combined with current threatening developments for Geography in the 

secondary school sector, must not be ignored or minimised. 
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Drawing lines on pages: remaking a very public geography 

 

Building on work done by Prof. William Smyth and Michael Murphy and later 

publications by Prof. Paddy Duffy, the Catholic parish boundaries are finally 

digitised. It has taken four years, a summer internship and five different 

organisations to get to this stage but 1,360 parishes are about to be digitised for 

the first time. More than the exercise of vectorising rasters, the digitisation 

process is the creation of a very public geography.  

 

Ask someone in Ireland where they are from and they'll able to tell you which 

town or county they're from. Ask them where in that county and chances are 

they'll name a townland or a parish. But where is that parish? Maybe it is the 

GAA's parish or perhaps it is the Catholic parish. In short, parish is often used 

as a loosely defined marker of place. This place is made and remade across time 

of course. The significance is that this parish has changed over time. My sense 

is though that parishes are less well known in city areas of Ireland than in less 

urbanised settings. For example, Na Fianna, my local GAA club does not 

identify itself with the Catholic parish of Our Lady of Dolours Glasnevin. Go to 

Killeigh County Offaly (which also has a Na Fianna team) however and the 

GAA fixtures are published in the Catholic parish newsletter.  

 

The recent history of the digitisation of the Catholic parishes goes back to the 

summer of 2008 when I was able to offer a short summer studentship to Omar 

Sarhan, as part of his MSc in GIS & Remote Sensing at NUIM. Omar spent six 

weeks or so trying to source or devise a method by which we could digitally 

represent Diocesan and parish data. The Bishops' Conference had a need for it 

and here was the opportunity to ally my own underdeveloped geographical 

imagination and his technical skill. Omar's enthusiasm in June 2008 was hard to 

keep up with. The digitisation of the 26 Catholic Diocesan boundaries was 

attained in a few weeks; a short time later, he had attached 2006 Census data to 

the new shape files and we were away and running. In my role as social 

researcher with the Conference, I tried to convey this enthusiasm to the 

secretaries of each Diocese asking each of them to cooperate in any way they 

could with the next task: digitising parish boundaries. In Ireland, we might like 

to talk about The Church but this project points to almost 26 Catholic Churches 

in Ireland.  

 

The physical and financial constraints of the job became apparent when we 

realised we would have to visit Diocesan offices across Ireland. This was not 

going to happen and so we dedicated Omar's time to a handful who had 

responded to the initial request for assistance. Kildare & Leighlin, Waterford & 

Lismore and Killala were our hastily-adopted models of good practice. Aside 

from this, Omar had a map of Cashel & Emly's parishes drawn by a team of 



 
 

nuns in 1972 and Paddy Duffy's Landscapes of South Ulster to go on. Progress 

at this stage was fairly slow but satisfying. Omar confronted three main 

challenges in the digitisation of parish boundaries: 

 

1. the unavailability of paper boundary maps with significant georeferenced 

features 

2. the relative unimportance of systematic mapping to Diocesean work 

3. the relative importance of mental maps in defining the parish. 

 

This was no longer just a question of remotely drawing a line from here to there 

but the building of a new epistemological framework. Rather than see our task 

as one of McKinderian division, the boundaries became the subject of local 

negotiation combining history, geomorphology and politics. It was not as if we 

made the mistake of thinking we could land in from Maynooth, spread out our 

maps on a large table over tea and ask the local cleric where the parish begins 

and ends. The very definition of the parish itself came into question: “well now, 

that depends” was not an untypical reply to our original question. Many of the 

dioceses had tourist-style maps of their parishes, like the one pictured below, 

while a small number had more detailed paper-based maps. Scanning, 

georeferencing and then tidying up such maps was a time consuming business 

in itself but over all of this was a single problem. No matter where we put the 

lines, the local parishes were less defined lines and more mental constructs.  

 

Four years later, the project now involves UCC’s cartographer, Ordnance 

Survey Ireland and the Department of Geography NUIM. The work conducted 

by Mike Murphy in UCC has involved using townlands to create what we 

believe are the Catholic parishes across the island. This time consuming work 

involves dissolving the relevant townland boundaries using standard GIS 

applications. We need to take what has been done and verify them with each 

diocese using 1:50,000 scale OSi maps. We’ve agreed that this represents a kind 

of ‘tidal mark’ of our knowledge because the parish boundaries are changing 

faster now than they have in the last century. For example, Waterford city’s 

parishes have been changed by the construction of the N25 bridge. The Catholic 

Church in Ireland is grouping parishes in response to changing needs but none 

of that can be achieved if mapping is only about drawing lines. It is about 

people’s understanding of their own area, again more oral than cartographic. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of tourist style maps 



 
 

Omar Sarhan (NCG) , Mike Murphy(UCC),  

Ronan Foley, 

National Centre for Geocomputation, NUIM  

Eoin O’Mahony 

Doctoral student NUIM and social researcher with the Irish Bishops’conference. 
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Pink Cats & Desperate Housewives 

 

Active learning theory suggests that learning is achieved most successfully 

through students actively engaging with activities to achieve understanding. 

While this is undoubtedly true for many learners, at a personal level, it has 

always seemed to me that the learning experience is magnified when the activity 

involved fails abysmally. 

 

One personal example of such ‘sharp’ learning relates to an assessment of 

student mental health I conducted in Limerick Institute of Technology. This 

study involved using questionnaires previously untested in Ireland. As readers 

are probably aware, using any new psychometric measure often involves 

gathering sufficient data to produce normative data, as well as conducting a test-

retest analysis to explore the stability of the construct being examined over 

time.  

 

In order to address the issue of temporal stability of the new measures it was 

clear that a small test- retest element should also be included in the research 

design. However, given the sensitivity of the issue being addressed, mental 

health, deciding on how to link the first round questionnaires with the repeat 

administration was clearly an issue. Despite assurances of confidentiality, many 

respondents would obviously be reticent to answer honestly if the 

questionnaires were not anonymous. Asking respondents to write on their name 

would therefore have almost undoubtedly resulted in a lower response rate 

and/or an increase in false reporting. Asking respondents to use their student 

identity numbers or RSI numbers to link the two sets of questionnaires would 

have raised the same issues of confidentiality and anonymity, as would using 

people’s initials or date of birth. 

 

I therefore decided to try and develop a composite unique identifier based on a 

number of different questions. These questions were: 

 Favourite colour  

 Favourite animal 

 Favourite television programme 

 Number of brothers 

 Number of sisters. 

 

Therefore at both the initial and subsequent administration of the mental health 

questionnaires respondents were asked to write their responses to the above 

questions across the top of the survey forms. For reasons of convenience and 

accessibility I decided to include Social Care students that I teach as the test-

retest group. 



 
 

However, once data entry began and attempts were made to link the two sets of 

questionnaires a significant problem became apparent. It was painfully clear that 

I had failed to appreciate a number of key points. Firstly, I had not realised how 

stereotypical and uniform people are. Secondly, I had also failed to understand 

the dynamics and impact of popular culture. In addition I had not reckoned on 

how smaller family sizes in recent decades has reduced the general variability in 

sibling numbers. Thus my supposedly unique identifier collapsed under the 

following routine responses: 

 

 Pink Cats Desperate Housewives 1 1  

 Pink Cats Desperate Housewives 0 1  

 Pink Cats Desperate Housewives 1 0  

 

Thus it proved impossible to reliably link a frustrating proportion of 

questionnaires from the first and second administrations of the survey. A 

pertinent reminder to always pilot one’s ideas, no matter how inspirational they 

may appear! 

Frank Houghton 

Department of Humanities, Limerick Institute of Technology 
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AUSEIREX, the Irish phase of AUSEUREX- 

The Australian European Expedition is due to be held in 2013. 
 

We are travelling to Europe to ascertain the extent of Australian involvement in 

European Culture and its impact in Australia. AUSEIREX stands for Australian 

Irish Experience. The Point of Contact is: AUSEIREX, P.O.B. 340, Reservoir 

3073, Aust. 
 

EIREX involves tracing specimen cases of Famine refugees, a visit to the Old 

Head of Kinsale and more. We need Team members and would be very glad to 

have fellow geographers. 
 

As a member of the GSI, I would prefer GSI folk on the Expedition. There are 8 

places. I hope to be able to squeeze in a visit with our colleagues but the 

itinerary is packed to the 

rafters as we are off to Scotland/England/Italy and Turkey already.  
 

The AUSEUREX starts in Australia on 26 April and continues until we return. 

No Later Than 26 July 2013. 

E.Steve S.R.Duke BA 
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Lifetime Contribution Award for Professor Joe Haughton 

 

 

On Friday 20
th

 April, the Members of the Geographical 

Society of Ireland gathered in the Royal Irish Academy 

for their first ever awards ceremony. In addition to a 

number of distinguished achievements by members and 

students, and the Presidential Address by Professor 

Mark Boyle, the main event was undoubtedly the 

presentation to Emeritus Professor Joe Haughton of the 

first Lifetime Contribution to the Geographical Society 

of Ireland award. 

 

Joe Haughton is one of the pioneers of Geography in Ireland and one of the last 

surviving contemporaries of the founding fathers of the Geographical Society of 

Ireland: Robert Lloyd Praeger and Anthony Farrington. Indeed in the 

numbering system of the GSI, Joe has for long been the Society’s No.1 member, 

a number which is appropriate in view of the number of firsts he can be credited 

with. 

 

Joe was one of the first four graduates in the new discipline of Geography in 

Ireland and graduated in 1940 with a degree in Geography, Geology and 

Botany. In the class below him was another individual who was to become 

distinguished in a then new field largely pioneered by herself called 

Biogeography: Joy Tivy, later Professor of Geography at the University of 

Glasgow. But even before he entered Trinity, Joe had travelled extensively in 

pre War Europe. Travel was more about exploration at that time than it is today. 

Indeed Joe has regaled generations of Trinity geography students with tales of 

his adventures (and misadventures) in places ranging from California to India 

and Japan and Svaalbard to Chile and Tasmania. It is probably true to say that 

many young geographers were smitten by his enthusiasm for communicating 

the excitement of encountering new places and cultures. Maybe we have lost 

this talent in the subject a bit in recent years; but it was the oral tradition that 

gave people in Ireland their information in the pre television 1940s and 50s. In 

the closed Ireland of that time, to be exposed to such a raconteur with such a 

wealth of experience of foreign fields must indeed have been a revelation to 

many. 

 

Joe was the first resident citizen of Ireland to join the newly formed Institute of 

British Geographers, which he later served on Council. He was made an 

Honorary Fellow of the RGS in 1980. By then he had a lengthy career in Trinity 



 
 

College behind him and a harmonious and productive Department under him. 

He had been President of the GSI, Chairman of the National Committee for 

Geography and a Council Member of the Royal Irish Academy. But one of his 

most satisfying tasks in the early days was as Secretary of the vibrant Dublin 

Naturalists Field Club. He had joined his local naturalist club at the age of 12 

and this seems to have fired his lifelong interest in the functioning of the natural 

environment. His fieldwork was largely conducted by bicycle and his Masters 

thesis in 1942 dealt with the erosion surfaces of the Wicklow Mountains. As the 

Society’s first President Anthony Farrington remarked: “Isn’t this a wonderful 

country – the geomorphology shrieks at you!”. Joe’s work was very much in the 

tradition established by his contemporary, the famous geomorphologist S.W. 

Wooldridge in Kings College London, and marked him down as a 

geomorphologist. But pinning a subdisciplinary label on Joe Haughton has 

never been easy. He became equally comfortable in human geography. As his 

long time colleague John Andrews remarked: “Not many geographers were 

delimiting local newspaper hinterlands or compiling street by street dot maps of 

urban population in the 1940.” 

 

Joe spent almost his entire career in Trinity College until he retired in 1985. For 

much of the 1940s he was one of only two full time professional geography 

academics in the country. Working alongside T.W. Freeman, he provided the 

physical geography component of the Department and, after the departure of 

Freeman to the University of Manchester in 1949, and a short interregnum, Joe 

became Head and was eventually appointed Professor to the newly created 

Chair of Geography in 1966. 

 

Always a strong supporter of the GSI, Joe unstintingly made the facilities of the 

Museum Building available for meetings and events of all kinds. He was a 

prolific contributor to the newly established journal Irish Geography from its 

origin in 1944. Indeed from 1944-1959 he published 10 papers in it.  He was 

one of the mainstays of the early field weeks of the GSI when members selected 

a town to stay in and explored the geography in great detail. This approach 

forged collegiality in those early years of the Society and led to the unveiling of 

key aspects of Ireland’s geography, usually written up the next year in Irish 

Geography. He was also the main driver for what was to become one of the 

Royal Irish Academy’s most successful publications (although what would be 

described in today’s terms as a ‘slow burner’ since it came close to being 

‘remaindered’ at one stage) the 1979 Royal Irish Academy Atlas of Ireland. 

 

Only once did Joe venture outside TCD and it was in 1964-65 to become 

Professor and Dean of Arts in the University of Lagos, Nigeria. Issues 

surrounding academic freedom arose which precipitated his return; but such 

issues were characteristic of his growing preoccupation with social justice and 



 
 

concern for the human condition. Much of Joe’s travels in the 1970s and 1980s 

were connected with his activities as a senior member of the Society of Friends. 

His knowledge of, and empathy with, the issues of the Developing World led to 

him to undertake what was almost a parallel career in matters of Quaker concern 

in housing, agricultural development, aid, public health and social justice. He 

was the author of many influential reports on particular problems in countries of 

the Developing World and indeed his teaching on Africa and the Tropical 

World was greatly informed by these activities. 

 

Emeritus Professor Joe Haughton exemplifies a tradition of service: service to 

his discipline, service to his colleagues, service to his students and service to his 

country. From the above, it is very clear why he was the unanimous choice of 

the selection committee as the first winner of the Lifetime Contribution to the 

Geographical Society of Ireland. 
 

John Sweeney, 

NUI Maynooth.  
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Irish Environmental History Network 

 

 

The Irish Environmental History Network held its May meeting on 9th May in 

Trinity’s Long Room Hub. The Network provides a forum for the diverse 

research being conducted in various disciplines with an interest in the 

environmental history of Ireland.  The May lecture was delivered by Dr 

Elizabeth FitzPatrick of the Archaeology Dept NUI Galway whose talk was 

entitled "The Wild Park: Exploring Livestock Parks in the Lordships of Gaelic 

Ireland."  Dr FitzPatrick has worked extensively on the landscape archaeology 

of Gaelic Ireland and is co-editor of Gaelic Ireland: land, lordship and 

settlement (Four Courts, 2001 and 2006).  She has contributed to the recent 

second edition of the impressive Atlas of the Irish rural landscape (Cork 

University Press) edited by Aalen, Whelan and Stout. 

 

Dr FitzPatrick’s lecture focused on the presence of park lands in the landholding 

structure of Gaelic lordships in the medieval period.  The mensal or lucht tighe 

(or ‘food producing’) lands were found in all the medieval lordship territories.  

These lands were occupied by learned professional families who had traditional 

and hereditary roles to play in the lordships  - as lawyers, physicians, poets and 

keepers of the culture and history of the peoples of the territory.  They had tax-

free status but had to provide hospitality (food and drink and accommodation) 



 
 

to the lord’s family.  The place-name páirc (park in English) appears to coincide 

in significant numbers with the lucht tighe lands, occurring today as townland 

names, or field names or names of topographical features, and they are also 

ascribed to earthwork monuments especially raths and large enclosures.   

 

Páirc is a romance language term borrowed from Old French.  The English 

translation of the Irish páirc as ‘field’ is not very helpful in transmitting the 

earlier meaning/function of the term which was attached to lands in the lucht 

tighe whose function it was to support deer, horses, or perhaps cattle and other 

livestock belonging to the learned family groups, similar in ways perhaps to the 

deerparks which were found in Anglo-Norman manors.  Livestock were integral 

to the economy of Gaelic learned families both for food supply and the 

production of animal parchment for manuscript use in their school buildings 

which were found in several instances in the park lands. In some cases also 

traditional assembly places of Gaelic lordships are found in the parks: they may 

have been horse parks – suggested by the presence of racecourses in several 

instances.  

 

Combinations of pasture, waste or marginal land and woods,  especially areas of 

blackthorn, young wood and scrub land, characterise the locations at which 

páirc place-names are found. What they all have in common is plentiful and 

accessible watering places that occur as ponds, springs, streams, rivers, areas 

liable to winter flooding and large and small lakes, some of which are turloughs 

or seasonal lakes.   There is little evidence of enclosure of the parks by walls or 

other fences, so that it is difficult to determine their boundaries in the landscape. 

 

Patrick Duffy 

NUI Maynooth 
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Roundstone Field Trip in conjunction with the GSI Tim Robinson public 

screening event. 

 

The GSI was pleased to 

hold its annual field trip 

event in the beautiful 

Connemara landscape on 

the west coast of Ireland in 

Roundstone Village.  The 

event took place on 

Saturday 10
th
 December 

2011. Despite the time of 

year the weather was 

particularly favourable and 

allowed us to discover the 

wonderful sights that 

Roundstone had to offer, including its foraminiferal sand beaches.  The trip to 

Roundstone was held in conjunction with a public screening event that took 

place on Friday 9
th

 December, celebrating the work of writer and cartographer, 

Tim Robinson.  Many of the field trip participants had attended the screening of 

the film Tim Robinson: Connemara, in Nuns’ Island Theatre, Galway and a 

highlight of the fieldtrip was the opportunity to discuss in person with Tim and 

his wife Mairead Robinson. 

 

The Fieldtrip participants met in Galway where transport was arranged to drive 

to Roundstone Village, taking in some of the magnificent Connemara landscape 

on route.  At Roundstone we were met by some locals including Tim Robinson 

and Richard de Stacpoole (Roundstone PRO).  We set off on a guided tour of 

the coastal area where a wealth of local knowledge was obtained from both Tim 

and John (Bobby) King, a local farmer.  Following a tasty lunch at O Dowds 

seafood bar and restaurant, Tim and Mairead generously opened their home and 

folding landscape studio in Roundstone to the fieldtrip participants, providing 

refreshments and engaging conversation for a relaxing and friendly afternoon 

experience overlooking the west coast of Ireland.   

 

An enjoyable day was had by all, and the GSI is particularly grateful to Tim 

Robinson and his wife Mairead for their hospitality and a wonderful experience.  

 

Teresa Broggy, 

NUI Galway 
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NUIG launches new Postgraduate Programme in Rural Sustainability 

NUI Galway has officially launched a new Masters Programme in Rural 

Sustainability.  The full-time, one year postgraduate programme is being co-

ordinated by the Discipline of Geography within the School of Geography and 

Archaeology, and it already has a full complement of students in place for the 

first year of its operation. 

The Programme has been devised in response to increasing attention nationally 

and internationally on the role and function of rural economies and societies.  

NUI Galway holds a distinguished tradition of rural research and teaching. As a 

European University that is itself situated in a rural and peripheral location, it 

seeks to continue its leadership role in rural affairs through providing a 

postgraduate career path in rural studies.  

The Programme was officially launched by Professor Gerry Boyle, Director of 

Teagasc.  This association with Teagasc, particularly with its own strong 

leadership in rural research, is an important component of the programme as it 

unites expertise in rural theory, research and practice, ultimately benefiting the 

student experience and future employability.   

 

Master of Arts in Rural Sustainability Course Directors: Dr. John McDonagh, 

Dr. Marie Mahon and Dr. Maura Farrell. Director of Teagasc, Professor Gerry 

Boyle 



 
 

€3000 Award for Best Student Performance in MA in Rural Sustainability 

The Dr. Patrick Commins Rural Research Award, valued at €3,000 per annum, 

for the best overall MA student performance was announced at the official 

launch of the MA in Rural Sustainability in December 2012.  Dr. Maura Farrell, 

Director of the MA, spoke of her delight at the announcement of this prestigious 

award, and praised Teagasc for their generous sponsorship and their support of 

the programme. Dr Farrell described the award ‘as a considerable incentive for 

current and future students interested in rural studies and a real vote of 

confidence in the quality and importance of the Masters programme’. In 

particular Dr Farrell felt that in these economically stringent times, the award 

was a statement about the importance of rural issues in broader global economic 

recovery and the need to develop well-informed and educated leaders who 

understand the complexities of rural economy and society. The award is a 

tribute to Dr. Commins who was a leading academic and researcher in rural 

issues and had a long and distinguished career with their organisation.  His 

reputation as an expert on rural affairs extended well beyond Ireland, and his 

knowledge and experience was regarded as key to informing EU and wider 

international academic and policy debates.  

     

 Dr. John McDonagh, Dr. Marie Mahon, Mairin Ui Chomain, Professor 

Gerry Boyle and Dr. Maura Farrell pictured at the announcement of the 

Patrick Commins award.  



 
 

 

 

 

GeoNews can be sent out in the future as an electronic bulletin. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to receive it electronically, can you please email 

geonews.gsi@gmail.com  

with the subject title: subscribe electronically  
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